
I am frustrated as I continue to discover the ways pro se litigants do not have equal access 
to the law, and are in fact penalized for not being represented by an attorney. 
  
I don't know whether you heard towards the end of yesterday's hearing that I asked the 
Judge to be reimbursed by my ex for daycare fees in the amount of $50.00.  The judge 
said she could only award attorney's fees, not fees like childcare.  This is a big problem, 
especially for women with young children.  I know this is a part of what we're asking for 
in terms of legal aid reform, but I wanted to emphasize that the Judges don't have the 
laws available to them to award people who cannot even afford attorney, fees for child 
care by a spouse/partner/ex who can easily afford an attorney and the expense of 
daycare.  This is contrary to the way the law should apply.  The laws only permit courts 
to impose sanctions to those that can afford an attorney. If you can't afford an attorney 
and you have young children, you are penalized.  Children are not allowed in court, so 
unless your fortunate enough to have family that can watch your child while you attend a 
hearing, what resources are available?  I think this is a huge problem and yet another 
example of how the judicial system and the legal system penalize those individuals that 
are pro se, rather than put them on equal footing with their spouse/ex-spouse. 
  
I have read the suggestion that the courts have child care available at the court house 
itself for litigants who lack the financial resources to pay for child care, yet are expected 
to attend court hearings where children are not allowed. 
  
There was a case of a mother was the sole care taker of her one-year-old child and did 
not attend a hearing because she had no money and no one to take care of her child.  The 
case involved domestic violence and the woman was the victim.  The callous judge 
sentenced the woman to jail for 3 days because the woman failed to show up for a hearing 
where she was the victim.  Despite the woman's pleas to the judge that her young son 
has no one else to take care of him, she was still sentenced by the judge.  How is this 
justice? This is a real miscarriage of justice. 
  
 


